


 2 

 
                                Printmakers’ Association of Western Australia  Inc.    April – May  2020 

CONTENTS: 

PAWA committee, 2 
Housekeeping, 3-4 
Member Survey Results,5-6 
Skill Share Overwinering Package, 7-28 
Artists Opportunities, 29-30 
Thank you to our sponsors,31 
 

COVER PHOTO : 

Selfie,  the print in the background depicting a Banded Stilt is by 

Richard Morrison made in 1989. Title and number in edition 

unknown. Possum cut out by Barry Mosley. Photo: Elizabeth 

Morrison. 

 

 

CONTACT DETAILS: 

Email: admin@pawa.org.au 
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PAWA Rules of Association are available at www.pawa.org.au. 
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  Housekeeping Notes 
Hi Printmakers , 

I certainly hope our newsletter finds you all well and happily creative. For me, this has probably 

been the most difficult newsletter I have put together as I am so accustomed to being out there 

with you all taking photos to share and having a cracking good time. 

My cover photo is intended to reflect the introspection I am sure we are all feeling at this time 

while ensuring the light that inevitably follows any dark time is already visible. The print which 

hangs on my lounge room wall will also hopefully inspire some Overwintering prints. 

As you know Tresillian is currently closed to the public and therefore our skill share sessions are 

currently on hold. 

I would like to thank Shelley Cowper for putting together the package contained in this newsletter 

in lieu of what would have been her personal presentation. The Summer On Swan exhibition will be 

open to not only PAWA members but all who are concernered for the plight of the migratory birds 

and their environment. Some entrants may be first time printmakers, so we will continue to give as 

much information and support as is possible. 

Your committee held its last meeting via Zoom and will continue to do so until the physical 

distancing restrictions are lifted. 

Exhibitions : Pressing Matters at Zig Zag Gallery has been cancelled and our deposit refunded. 

                       Contemporary Print Media Awards due to be held at Moores Building Contemporary 

Art Gallery in August 2020. I have put in a request to rebook Moores in August 2021 to hold our 

awards show then. Should the gallery reopen prior to our booked date this year, I have agreed that 

we will put a members exhibition together. We will keep you posted. 

I think we are missing going to an exhibition or two. 

                       Summer on Swan Overwintering Portfolio due at Nyisztor Studio in October. This 

date cannot currently be confirmed, but we encourage you to begin to prepare your prints 

according to the guidelines. 

There are many exhibitions and workshops happening online right now, unfortunately we do not 

have the funding and expertise of some of the universities and local government bodies, but we do 

encourage you to get your fill of art where you can. 
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Memberships: You will probably have seen the email from Aileen to say that the committee has 

decided to extend this years memberships to a date to be decided when the period of isolation is 

over.  

Web Page : Especially during these social distancing times we encourage you to use the PAWA website to 

stay in touch with our printmaking community.We have recently added a Printmakers Forum where 

Members can exchange ideas. Please log on using your membership details and have a look at the forum in 

the Members Only section. We also encourage you to publish your profile on the Printmakers Directory and 

create a photo album of your prints. Instructions are available at Members Only. We’d love to have your 

feedback on how you found it. 

Newsletter: I will continue to publish every 2 months. I would love you to send me some pics of your smiling 

faces and the work you have been doing in iso. You can email it to admin@pawa.org.au , we can then also 

post it on our facebook and Instagram . 

Stay connected, stay well, keep printing. We look forward very much to the day we can announce the 

recommencement of the very exciting activities we were enjoying before Covid-19. 

Elizabeth Morrison 

President. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          PAWA and SERAG members enjoying the view and birdwatching at Troy Park. Photo : Elizabeth Morrison. 

 

mailto:admin@pawa.org.au
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 Last year, with the intention of improving PAWA’s activities, we composed a survey for the 

members to complete. Since PAWA aims to promote the production, appreciation, 

enjoyment and collection of prints throughout Western Australia, the committee highly 

values your experience and opinion.  

We thank the members who took the time to answer the questions and helped us in making 

some changes.  

Here are some of the conclusions that were drawn from the survey: 

 

Many members rated what PAWA does best: 

 

1. Organize exhibitions  
2. Good communication 
3. Connect artists 
4. Create community- diverse range of people with common interest 
5. Very welcoming 
6. Newsletter 
7. Skill share 

 

Many of you suggested that:  

 

1. Skill share run by different people and need to be diverse. 
2. More workshops such as the photography and artist statement writing 

we had last year are welcome and more will be useful.    
3. More artist talks and get-together can be beneficial (63.64%) 
4. Artist residencies information is welcome. 
5. Collaborating with other groups such as Victoria Park and Margaret 

River can contribute to the enrichment of our members. 
6. Enjoy artist’s debates /discussions 
7. Exhibition exchange with other printmakers in WA (69.64%) 
8. Gallery visits, excursions to galleries, excursions for data collection such 

as out door’s drawing (40%) 
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The conclusions taken from this survey are that:   

 

1. Positive replies that PAWA is doing a good job and people are usually satisfied. 
2. Most are happy with the exhibitions organized and the notices about art events, 

community activities, skillshare and newsletter. 
3.  We received good feedback about our communication. Most of the members like 

using/receiving through email. Least popular is Instagram. 
4. Members want more varied skill share, more workshops, artist talks and get 

together. 
5. New suggestions were artist residencies; exchange/ debates; communication and 

collaboration with other printmakers groups.  
 

We are grateful for your participation and will put our attention to utilize this information 

to make our printmaking community even better.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group selfie from PAWA Christmas Party 2018 at Tresillian. Happy memories, may we share many more. 
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If you are looking for something to keep you occupied while confined to your house 

in this time of social distancing and isolation, I hope you will consider making a print 

for the Overwintering Portfolio. As previously mentioned in past Newsletters this 

Project has been initiated by Kate Gorringe-Smith from Melbourne and is ongoing. 

PAWA have an exhibition planned for October 2020 at Nyisztor  Studio, in 

conjunction with SERAG (Swan Estuary River Action Group) to display new works by 

Perth and WA regional artists alongside the many beautiful prints that already exist in 

the Portfolio.  

We did have a skill share organised for April which unfortunately had to be cancelled 

so I have scanned some brochures courtesy of Birdlife West Australia which will may 

provide some inspiration and useful information as a starting point. I also have some 

suggestions to follow, which would have been presented and discussed at the skill 

share.  

So…. 

Where to start? – Read the project description (see below) and accompanying 

information attached. Note the paper size which is 28 x 28cm. The print can either be 

what is known as a ‘bleed print’ which means it uses the whole size of the paper, 

edge to edge, or it can be a smaller plate within that size that leaves a space between 

the plate and the edges. (In the case of a bleed print the print would be numbered, 

titled and signed on the back).  

What ideas do you have? What is it about the birds that you want to portray? Is it 

about a specific bird? Is it the birds in your local environment? Is it to do with the 

flight from their native country? The loss of habitat. The danger of extinction? Make 

a few notes. Thumbnail sketches of various compositions are always the way to go so 

make some thumbnails and choose one you like. 

How many prints will you make in your edition? The edition needs to be a minimum 

of two at least for the Overwintering Portfolio. (One for the collection and one to 
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raise money for the preservation of wildlife sanctuaries). Any others are for sale with 

proceeds to the artist. 

One of the many joys of working in print is the number of different methods, 

mediums and combinations available to work with, so what method would best suit 

your chosen composition? Does it lend itself to a linocut. Is it quite intricate or 

detailed and may be better as a dry point or etching? Could you do 2 or 3 nearly 

identical monoprints? What about collograph, screenprint, solvent transfer? Should 

you combine methods?  

Plan the number of prints in your edition. Consider the durability of the matrix, (the 

plate/plates).  For example dry-points are not suited to very large editions. 

Most of you will not have a press at home to use but hopefully you will have some of 

the materials you need to start making the plate, and you may be able to test it with 

a rubbing depending on which method you use. If, (for example) you make a lino cut 

or a collagraph plate you can place a thin piece of paper on top of it and use a pencil 

or a crayon to take a rubbing that will give you some idea of how the print will look 

when you get a chance to print it. If you have a roller and some ink you could also ink 

the plate and use a Japanese barren (available from Oxlades or Jacksons for about 

$7.00) to handprint. If you don’t have a barren you could use a spoon.  

Hopefully, we will get a chance to meet soon and print these plates at the next skill 

share. 

Shelley Cowper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shelley Cowper enjoying some of the Overwintering Portfolio Prints – Peel at the October 2019 opening at 

Mandurah Arts centre. Photo: Courtesy Annette Nykiel. 
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                 Summer on the Swan 

PAWA and Swan Estuary Reserves Action Group( SERAG) are collaborating 

to add to the Overwintering portfolio and plan to exhibit at Nyisztor Studio 

in 2020 opening on 10th October which is Migratory Bird Day. 

We can’t currently confirm that this exhibition will go ahead as planned due 

to Covid-19, a new date may have to announced. We would however like 

you to consider and begin the prints you may like to add to this important 

portfolio . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Description, Dec. 2018 

 

‘Overwintering’: to spend the winter; e.g.: ‘many birds overwinter in equatorial regions’ 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The Overwintering Project is an environmental art project inviting artists from Australia and New 

Zealand to visit, research, and respond to the unique nature of their local migratory shorebird 

habitat. Australia and New Zealand have over 100*internationally important shorebird overwintering 

sites#. These sites are not interchangeable: each possesses a unique combination of physical and 

biological features that make it the perfect sanctuary for migratory shorebirds to return to year after 

year.  

 

PROJECT AIMS 

• to raise awareness of Australia and New Zealand as the major destination for 
migratory shorebirds of the East Asian-Australasian Flyway, as they spend the 
greatest single portionof their migratory cycle on our shores (Sept./Oct. – April/May) 
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• to raise community and individual awareness of the intrinsic value and uniqueness of 
local shorebird habitat 

• to map a personal response to the richness of our shores  

• to link artists around Australia and New Zealand 
 

 

THE OVERWINTERING PRINT PORTFOLIO 

 

Printmakers are invited to create and contribute one print in response to the unique nature of their 

local shorebird habitat. In pondering how their local habitat is precious to shorebirds, artists are 

also invited to reveal how it is precious to them. Migratory shorebirds provide the focus for the 

project, but artists can respond to any aspect that they perceive as rendering the area unique e.g. 

the geology, prey species, tidal patterns, flora, other local native fauna etc. 

 

Artists can contact the project co-ordinator for information about their local shorebird habitat. 

 

Contributed prints will become part of a unique print portfolio that will provide an in-depth personal 

response to our unique coast and the sites on which our migratory shorebirds depend. At the 

project’s end, the portfolio will be donated to a state or national collection. 

 

Conditions to join the Overwintering Project Print Portfolio: 

 

• artists are required to visit their local shorebird habitat and create a new print in 
response to it,  

• editions can be of any number, but artists are required to submit two copies of the 
print to the co-ordinator: one to exhibit and one to sell to raise funds for shorebird 
research 

• any medium of original print is accepted  

• prints must be printed on good-quality printmaking paper 

• prints must be printed on paper 28 x 28cm; any image size within these bounds is 
accepted 

• artists are required to submit a good-quality image of the print to the project (300dpi 
and no smaller than 1MB), image caption including title and medium, a 100 word artist 
statement including a description of your sit and its location 

• artists are required to pay an administrative charge of $25*** 
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Artist Opportunities 

Please go to the websites listed for more information on terms and conditions and to confirm closing dates. 
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You also might like to check out this Artsy Editorial for tips on collecting prints and other 

items of interest. 

https://www.artsy.net/artsy-editorial-tips-collecting-prints-expert-printmaker? 

Utm_ medium=email&utm_ source=20092870-newsletter-editorial-weekly-04-21- 

20&utm _campaign=editorial&utm_ content=st-v 

https://www.artsy.net/artsy-editorial-tips-collecting-prints-expert
https://www.artsy.net/artsy-editorial-tips-collecting-prints-expert
https://www.artsy.net/artsy-editorial-tips-collecting-prints-expert
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-tips-collecting-prints-expert-printmaker?utm_medium=email&utm_source=20092870-newsletter-editorial-weekly-04-21-20&utm_campaign=editorial&utm_content=st-V
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Thank you to our sponsors 
 

 

GENERAL: 

Future Engineering (printing press) 

Phone: 08 9470 3540 
Email: info@futureeng.com.au 

http://futureeng.com.au 

 

morrisonart 
Contact: Liz Morrison 
www.facebook.com/printingfun4u/ 
Phone:  0448 087082 
 
Rosily Vineyards 
Margaret River 
www.rosily.com.au 
 
Talison Lithium 
www.talisonlithium.com.au 
 

 

ART SUPPLIES 

Jacksons Drawing Supplies Pty Ltd 

www.jacksons.com.au 

PAWA members receive a 15% discount 

 
Oxlades Art Supplies 

www.oxlades.com.au 

PAWA members receive a 15% discount 

 
FRAMING 

Art Framers Gallery (Claremont)  

www.artframers.com.au 

PAWA members receive a 20% discount 

 
Quattro Framing 
124 Wellington St, Mosman Park WA 6012 
Phone:  (08) 9293 1011 
 

 
 
 

 

tel:0894703540
mailto:info@futureeng.com.au
http://futureeng.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/printingfun4u/
http://www.rosily.com.au/
http://www.talisonlithium.com.au/
http://www.jacksons.com.au/
http://www.oxlades.com.au/
http://www.artframers.com.au/
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=white+room+framing+studios+-+phone&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LRT9c3LDRNTk5OyTPU0s9OttJPzs_JSU0uyczP08_Oyy_PSU1JT40vSMxLzSnWz0gsji_IyM9LtQKTAJwgIRBBAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjAq_KehcHTAhUE2LwKHUoqDjgQ6BMIfzAS
javascript:void(0)

